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                    Worldwide,  an  estimated  600,000  to  800,000  people  are  trafficked 
 every year. The majority, 80 per cent, are women and girls, and 50 per 
 cent are minors (U.S. State Department 2006 and 2007). Measuring 
 the number of victims is a very difficult task because the statistics are 
 often very unreliable. One reason is that the figures vary from one 
 or-ganisation to the next, depending on their perspectives on trafficking. 


What the statistics measure also differs: sometimes it is the number of 
 victims, sometimes the number of reported crimes (Lehti and Aromaa 
 2006, UNODC 2006, GAO 2006). This also applies to the situation 
 in Sweden, Finland and Estonia.   


  A 2003 estimate in Sweden reported that 400-600 women had been 
 trafficked to Sweden for sexual exploitation, but the police chose not 
 to estimate a figure in later reports (Rikspolisstyrelsen [Swedish 
 Na-tional Criminal Investigation Department] 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007). 


The general estimate of the number of women engaged in prostitution 
 in Sweden is also vague. In 2007, the National Board of Health and 
 Welfare estimated that 200 people were engaged in street prostitution 
 in Stockholm, about 70 in Gothenburg and about 30 in Malmö 
 (So-cialstyrelsen 2007). In a survey of online prostitution activities, 304 
 people, including 57 men, were found to be engaged in selling sexual 
 services. (Socialstyrelsen 2007:7–8).   


  As shown in the table below, police reports and convictions related 
 to trafficking in human beings and procuring vary from year to year. 


The highest number of reports to the police on human trafficking 
 oc-curred in 2005. The highest number of convictions ococ-curred in 2006, 
 when eleven people were convicted of the crime. As the crimes of 
 traf-ficking and procuring are often not reported to police, the number of 
 reports and convictions are mainly a result of police efforts to combat 
 the crimes. 


Table 1. Sweden – reports and convictions of trafficking in human beings for sexual 
 exploitation and procuring and aggravated procuring. 


Reports of 


Source: Brottsförebyggande rådet (Swedish National Council for Crime Prevention), www.bra.se


* The year the law against trafficking entered into force. 


About 8,000 prostitutes are active in Finland on an annual basis 
 (Kon-tula 2007, 2005), and on a daily basis, an estimated 500. Sex workers 
 other than prostitutes are also involved in the Finnish sex industry, 
 such as strip club employees and phone sex workers (Kontula 2007). 


There has been a significant increase in the online prostitution market 
 in the 2000s. Online (Internet-based) prostitution is more prevalent 
 today than street or restaurant-based prostitution. Restaurant-based 
 and street prostitution mainly occur in the Helsinki area and the large 
 tourist centres of northern Finland (Kontula 2007). 


  As of 2008, there had been only one conviction for trafficking in 
 human beings for sexual exploitation. According to the Finnish 
 Na-tional Bureau of Investigation (NBI), eight people were suspected of 
 trafficking in human beings in 2005, ten in 2006 and four in 2007.


  Estonia  is  a  source  country  for  Scandinavian  and  western  
 Euro-pean  prostitution  and  a  destination  country  for  Russian  trafficking 
 of women for sexual exploitation. The main destination is Finland, 
 where approximately 500–1,000 Estonian women annually travel to 
 work  in  prostitution  (Lehti  2003:11),  but  it  is  difficult  to  estimate 
 how many of them are trafficked. Sweden and Norway are other 
 ma-jor destination countries for Estonian women. According to the 
 Inter-national Organization for Migration (IOM), other countries reported 
 as destinations for trafficked Estonian women are the Netherlands, 
 Germany and Ireland (IOM 2005:37–40).  


  The exact number of women who work in local brothels in Estonia 
 is unknown, with estimates varying from less than 3,000 to 5,000. 


According to an interview study with police officers in Tallinn, only 
half believed that more than 1,000 women were working as 
prosti-tutes in Tallinn. According to other studies calculating known 
broth-els and estimating the number of people engaged in prostitution 
annu-ally, the estimates could not exceed a total of 1,000–1,500 in Estonia 
(IOM 2005:34). An estimated 80 per cent of all prostitutes in 
Esto-nia are Russian-speaking, usually from the Russian-speaking minority 
outside Tallinn or from northeast Estonia (IOM 2005:36 and Lehti 
2003).


Table 2. Estonia – Criminal offences that may be linked to trafficking in human beings, 
 according to the penal code. 


Type of criminal offence according 
 to the corresponding section of the 
 penal code


Unlawful deprivation of liberty  44 55


Forcing a person to engage in sexual 


intercourse 7 10


Encouraging minors to engage in 


pros-titution 0 1


Aiding prostitution involving minors 2 4


Use of minors in production of 


pornog-raphy 10 4


Production of works involving child 


por-nography or supplying child porpor-nography 29 22


§ 268. Aiding unlawful activities or 
 pimp-ing (2006), § 268 Aidpimp-ing prostitution 


(2007)* 38  24


Source: Estonian Ministry of Justice


* As of July 2006, a separate article for aiding prostitution was added.


Underage victims of trafficking in Sweden, Finland and 
 Estonia


The statistics on minors involved in trafficking in human beings are 
 highly unreliable and there are very few reports. According to a 
 re-port on child victims in the Baltic Sea region, only three cases of 
 sus-pected child trafficking were reported in Sweden during the period of 
 November 2006 to November 2007. There were five cases reported in 
 Finland and none in Estonia (Weyler 2008).    


  According to the organisation ECPAT8, few minors are trafficked 
 to Sweden and Finland for prostitution (ECPAT 2006, Global 
 moni-toring reports for Finland and Sweden). Another report on sexual 
 ex-ploitation of children in Sweden showed that 2 per cent (i.e. involving 
 three children) of verdicts in sexual exploitation cases between 1993 
 and 2003 were cases of trafficking for the purpose of sexual 
 exploita-tion.9 The three cases involved three 17–year-old girls. One case that 
 did not lead to conviction involved a 14–year-old girl and her 
 old-er sistold-er. The offendold-er was convicted of procurement regarding three 
 other women (Brottsförebyggande rådet 2003). In autumn 2004 the 
 National  Criminal  Investigation  Department  began  surveying  trade 


8  End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and Trafficking in Children for Sexual 
 Purposes.


9  Among the other sexual exploitation crimes were sexual harassments directed at 
children, but this did not include child pornography crimes.  


in children for sexual exploitation and other purposes 
 (Rikskriminal-polisen 2007).        


  Minors engaged in prostitution in the Baltic countries are estimated 
 in the hundreds, and in the St Petersburg region in the thousands. A 
 high percentage of the clients are sex tourists from the Nordic 
 coun-tries (Lehti 2003:10). ECPAT also believes this to be the case for 
 Es-tonia, since it is a destination country for sex tourism as well as 
 ordi-nary prostitution. For that reason, the number of children exploited 
 in the sex industry is higher in Estonia than in Sweden and Finland, 
 but the majority of the sex tourists to Estonia are men from Sweden, 
 Finland and Russia (ECPAT 2006, Global monitoring report for 
 Es-tonia). There were 12 criminal cases related to prostitution and 
 por-nography involving minors in Estonia between 2002 and 2004 (IOM 
 2005:35)


  According to ECPAT, 27 per cent of Tallinn’s estimated 1,000 sex 
 workers were children, mainly girls age 15 to 17. Certain children are 
 at greater risk of being the victims of traffickers than others: children 
 lacking adequate parental supervision, children in foster care and 
 chil-dren in orphanages. According to the report, other at-risk groups are 
 children belonging to the Russian-speaking minority in Estonia and 
 families with integration problems (ECPAT 2006, Estonian report). 



Transnational organised crime involved in human 
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