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                                                                                         Reaching the dead end and dismantling apartheid

                                                                4.5 Co-operation of Inkatha and security forces

                                
                    In the beginning of 1990s in KwaZulu and certain areas in Transvaal conflicts between 
 ANC/UDF/MDM supporters and IFP took place. These conflicts and the claims that security 
 forces are intermingled with these incidents was one of the interests of Amnesty’s 
 investigations. By this far this study has concentrated on violence and violations that were 
 mainly committed by security forces and even though the scope of human rights violations 
 was broader but Amnesty had not expand its agenda and therefore these violations or abuses 
 were not reported The most human rights violations occurred in the conflict between IFP, 
 which was backed up by apartheid state and ANC its affiliates. TRC has provided following 
 statistical overview on the data that TRC has collected on human rights violations: 


  


“Indeed, IFP violations constituted almost 50 per cent of all violations reported to the 
 Commission's Durban office for this period, and over one-third of the total number of 
 gross human rights violations committed during the thirty-four-year period of the 
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Commission's mandate. The statistics also indicate that IFP members, supporters and 
 office-bearers in KwaZulu and Natal were responsible for more than 55 per cent of all 
 violations reported to the Commission's Durban office for the period between July 1993 
 and May 1994.” 


“Other statistics derived from the Commission's database show that Inkatha/the IFP 
 was responsible, in the mandate period, for some 3 800 killings in the Natal and 
 KwaZulu area compared with approximately 1 100 attributed to the ANC and some 700 
 to the SAP (police). The IFP remains the major perpetrator of killings on a national 
 scale, being allegedly responsible for over 4 500 killings compared to 2 700.”253


The reasons for this conflict were before briefly presented, however, the intention here is not 
 to analyze profoundly the roots of this conflict, but to portray how this issue was presented as 
 human rights question. Liberation violence turned out to be a slippery target for Amnesty and 
 therefore Amnesty had to re-orientate its approach to grasp this subject. Whereas apartheid 
 state had difficulties to reverse from the dead end, opposition and liberation organizations had 
 similar problems and it was impossible to apply ‘old’ schemes and principles to comprehend 
 the renewed scenario. Apartheid state over imagined the control over its forces and similar 
 phenomenon regards ANC and IFP and their relation was largely defined by spiral of violence 
 that was beyond the leadership’s control.254   


  


In the beginning of 1990s there were plenty of incidents that suggested that Inkatha, and 
 especially Kwazulu police was backed up and supported by security force machinery. Perhaps 
 the most known incident was Boibatong massacre where Inkatha supporters attacked ANC 
 supporter with a result of 46 dead. A political result was that CODESA, that functioned as an 
 interim institution where the future’s State was negotiated, was temporarily halted due to 
 massacre.255 To back up the suspicion of Inkatha’s role Amnesty performed case studies on 
 these happenings and here particularly under examination are attacks on Phola Park, 
 Swanieville squatter camps and Bruntville township. Phola Park and Swanieville are in 
 Transvaal and Bruntville is near Mooi River in Natal midlands (now Kwazulu-Natal) where 
 Inkatha vigorously sought to expand its power on this area.  


       


253 TRC 1999, Vol. 5, Chapter 6, Findings and Conclusions, 232.  


254 Barber 1999, 289. 


255 Barber 1999, 294. 


Victims of human rights violations had been an important source of information and now 
 even more so when some areas of the country had turned into war zones and security forces 
 tried to veil their connection to these incidents by covering their faces and removing license 
 plates from the cars.256 In the 1960s Amnesty had major problems to connect with the victims 
 of human rights violations and the information gathering missions improved gradually and 
 also the general interest and therefore information grew continuously and this established a 
 network of human rights actors that could produce reliable and sufficient information beyond 
 official channels. During this conflict information was collected from people who flee to 
 refugee centers (for example churches) and information was collected from people by 200 
 hundred volunteers that were briefed by lawyers. There is remarkable change to preceding 
 times and whereas the assault against civil society had made very difficult to collect and 
 disseminate information on human rights violations. Now there has been a larger network of 
 civil society that has provided immediate protection and also this network used consciously 
 publicity to advocate human rights. Amnesty does not tell who had organized this mission but 
 obviously there was a larger social demand to change and influence human rights. The level 
 of repression did not reach all the levels of society and State anymore, and clearly this was a 
 step towards establishment of a State that respects human rights.  


Interviewing eye witnesses was used as a method to obtain information during the so called 
 Seven Days War where IFP launched a series of attacks on ANC-supporting areas and 
 generally when attacks on communities occurred and people fled to refuge centers, where 
 they could tell what they saw and experienced. According to Amnesty 80 people had been 
 killed, 200 homes destroyed 11 500 forced to seek refugee during the Seven Days War 
 alone.257 TRC has described and figured Seven Days War in this manner:  


“In fact, the violence took place over many more than seven days. Over 100 people were 
 killed, some 3 000 houses were destroyed by fire and approximately 30 000 people fled 
 their homes as a result of the violence. The vast majority of the people killed and injured 
 were from the non-Inkatha areas, and the vast majority of the property damaged, 
 burned and looted belonged to non-Inkatha supporters.”258
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Similar methods were used to publicize other incidents such as attack on Phola Park squatter 
 camp. At the time of this incident Phola Park was under threat of removal by the local council 
 authorities and a conflict broke between squatter camp and nearby hostel dwellers. This 
 conflict erupted in mid-August 1990 and a number of people died immediately and 80 more 
 in the consequent skirmishes. According to affidavits taken from more than 100 witnesses 
 attacks were led by White men with blackened faces or wearing balaclavas and they were 
 followed by armed Inkatha supporters from the nearby hostels. Weaponry used in attack were 
 guns, grenades, incendiary devices, and a variety of “traditional weapons”. The pattern of this 
 conflict follows more or less the same figure as other Inkatha attacks organized and 
 co-operated by security forces. Calls for help were neglected and it was not in the in the interest 
 of security officials to restrain the conflict. Amnesty reports how a social worker employed by 
 Catholic Church tried to call help and when the local police refused to receive her call she 
 contacted police headquarters in Pretoria  and a police official assured that riot police had 
 gone to the area and everything was under control. However, the only sign of police was an 
 unmarked police van and the next the night there was a helicopter searching for the area and 
 some police armored vehicles (casspirs) and the only reaction for these police officers was to 
 enter the Church and ask if the 1 500 people who had fled there had a permission for such a 
 gathering.259 Practically there was either intentional or intuitive agreement between the police 
 organization and the ones who supported IFP in the field that police will not intervene these 
 scenes. 


Rest of the description of Phola Park destructions consists of how White persons, most likely 
 security force members, set alight shacks with incendiary devices and Black people 
 accompanied by them looted the houses. The overall pictures of happenings is that the police 
 took part in destroying the shacks and they guaranteed that the destruction will not be 
 interrupted and some people were even denied to leave the area when they fled the 
 destruction. Police refused to disarm the IFP supporters and on the contrary police officers 
 entered the squatter camp and removed any arms they could find.260  


Similar incidents were reported from Seven Days War in Natal and heavily-armed groups 
 moved around by buses, lorries, other vehicles and by foot and attacks seemed to be carefully 
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planned. Amnesty presents as an example attack on community of KwaMnyandu that was 
 encircled by hundreds of attackers who advanced in vehicles and by foot and the attackers 
 were armed with spears, shields, knobkerries (short stick with a knobbed head), handguns, R1 
 rifles and shotguns. “During the attack over 120 houses were looted and burned, and at least 
 120 people murdered.”261


There are plenty other accounts that support Amnesty’s view on the security forces biased 
 approach and security was intentionally denied from certain people and others were 
 intentionally assisted in their attacks: 


“These indications of bias are strengthened by other reports which describe white 
 police moving about in unregistered or private vehicles. They were seen apparently 
 consulting with Inkatha leaders while an attack was under way, or, on another 
 occasion, joining up with large convoy of trucks ferrying attackers after shooting 
 reportedly intensified. Other eye-witnesses describe seeing members of the South 
 African Police handing over ammunition and guns from police vehicles to armed 
 Inkatha supporters. Many withnesses also describe seeing police vehicles escorting or 
 even leading attacking forces moving from one target are to another”262


There are plenty more descriptions how police participated and supported the violence and 
 there is no doubts that this information would not be factual even though absolute accuracy 
 cannot be guaranteed but the overall picture is clear. The main message of Amnesty in the 
 beginning of 1990s was that regardless of new security norms the violence was still strongly 
 provoked and incited by the security forces and there had to be strong improvements before 
 human rights situation would be sufficient. After the Seven Days War the Government’s and 
 Inkatha’s stand on human rights was clear and there were still actors that were not willing to 
 improve human rights: 


“The government’s response to the crises was to send then Minister of Law and Order, 
 Adriaan Vlok, to meet Chief Buthelezi on 31 March 1990. Shortly after, the minister 
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announced that the Defense Force members accused by Chief Buthelezi of taking sides 
 against IFP in the conflict would be removed.”263  


Besides getting formal and informal assistance from apartheid state Buthelezi as leader of IFP 
 vigorously resisted that IFP would have perpetrated human rights violations and this stand 
 was expressed also in TRC hearings: 


“On no occasion has the IFP's leadership ever made any decision anywhere at any time 
 to use violence for political purposes. I have always abhorred violence now and will die 
 abhorring violence. I personally have never made any decision to employ violence 
 anywhere for any purpose whatsoever.”264


       


In contrast Inkatha members seemed to have a different view on the reality: 


  


“I will say that it is painful to me that after all these activities that we committed that 
 people should deny our existence and call us criminals. When I went for training at 
 Caprivi, nobody called me a criminal. When I killed people here, I was not called a 
 criminal. Today they do call us criminals and deny knowledge of our activities and 
 ourselves. No IFP leader is prepared to stand before this Commission and admit to 
 these activities. We decided among ourselves to expose these activities. We in fact were 
 not mad persons who just took weapons and started shooting people at random. 


Therefore it hurts me very much for the IFP to desert us and say that they do not know 
 anything about us - when they know that they were in fact responsible for all these 
 things.”265


How should we interpret this clash or encounter between the IFP leaders and field soldiers? 


Before similar encounter was recognized between Eugene de Cock and de Klerk and 
 generally the political leadership deny their responsibility on human rights violations. 


Whereas de Klerk admitted that the actions of State were conducive for human rights 
 violations and they recognize these actions as human rights violations IFP or Buthelezi does 
 not accept similar view. What comes to credibility of IFP member’s statement here same kind 
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of critique should be applied as on Eugene de Cock writings. Honor turned into shame and 
 when it was time to solve what had happened in the past and to react with disappointment to 
 the actions of political leadership appears as feasible. However, as argued before these 
 statements should be encountered as unique subjective views that provide a valuable inside 
 view to the past and they should be encountered in the context that they took place. If these 
 experiences are being taken for their face value certain experiences are being simultaneously 
 covered. Leaders do exaggerate their role but on the other hand ‘foot soldiers’ tend to attribute 
 their behavior solely to the command line and surrounding atmosphere.  


The attitude among the security forces towards the conflict between ANC and IFP was 
 following: 


“…In August 1990, when Thokoza hostel residents attacked Phola Park squatters on the East 
 Rand, the police issued a statement declaring that they would "not get involved in a political 
 fight" between Zulus and Xhosas.”266


How should we comprehend this view? Why does security forces of a country that is paranoid 
 about security and it sacrifices a fair share of its mental and tangible resources to security 
 allow violence intentionally to appear? This argument and generally statements of apartheid 
 state could be seen as representation or a stage. A play takes place on the stage and certain 
 people perform this play for certain people. This was a play of apartheid’s worldview; an 
 attest that when true moral boundaries were exceeded and the result was of abandonment of 
 morality which lead to violence and chaos. This is how security officials wished to portray the 
 consequences of development where apartheid power was fading. The stage reality and 
 tangible reality are inevitably connected and there is no one without the other. But did these 
 people actually believe what their own plays were presenting? This phenomenon is not 
 merely connected to one indecent and it was a strategy developed by apartheid to contradict 
 its opponents and also divert attention from human rights violations and other failures of 
 apartheid state. This still does not explain why apartheid state wanted to perform this play and 
 what it tells about its worldview. This is how Eugene de Kock describes what was called 
 black-on- black violence: 
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“The black on black violence … was a handy propaganda tool because the outside 
 world could be told … that the barbaric natives … started murdering each other at 
 every opportunity. We contributed to this violence for a number of years both passively 
 (by failing to take steps) and actively (by sponsoring and protecting violent gangs’).267


The view of de Kock presents that there was certain level of intentionality and deliberation 
 but is such a play possible if the audience is not captured in the spirit of the play? As with the 
 deaths in detention factually it can be said the evidences that State presented were always 
 insufficient but perhaps there were people who were not interested in the accuracy of the play 
 as much they were interested on what was played. De Kock claims that this play was directed 
 to outside world but it has to originate from the spirit of apartheid even thought this play 
 attracted external viewers as well. There must have been a genuine belief that something bad 
 happen inevitably if White supremacy will be removed. What else could have inspired 
 playing that the Black people inevitably started murdering each others at every opportunity?  


The self-justification of apartheid was that its repression is based on objective hierarchy and 
 when the hierarchy where the Whites are on the top is being removed that means that South 
 Africa will fall into disruption. From apartheid state’s perspective this strategy was attractive 
 from mental as well as practical perspective.  


What more, the display of this play was expanded to outside of South Africa and Worden has 
 presented that international media swallowed the bite of apartheid state and violence was 
 presented as black-on-black conflict – tribal warfare.268 This served the intention of apartheid 
 state that wished to present itself as a fortification of progress and morality in dark Africa. It 
 is very concerning on how the characterization of apartheid state and the ‘world’ met here and 
 the phenomenon lost its proportions and on the contrary this reveals some underlying attitudes 
 how Africa or Africans have been portrayed.  


The black-on-black violence phenomenon was not only a top level publicity trick and it 
 affected actively how security resources were being managed. For instance Amnesty has 
 reported on occasions that police has refused to disarm IFP supporters from so called 


‘traditional weapons’ which in practice were spears, and similar non-firearms. The argument 
 of the police and military was that it is a violation of cultural rights to disarm ‘tribal’ people 
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of their traditional weapons because is their cultural right to carry these weapons.269 This 
 presents how apartheid perverted and rejected the idea of reconciliating different worldviews. 


This represents the utterly analogical way of thinking that apartheid state practiced. In the 
 1960s apartheid state established Bantustan project which according to scale and standards 
 of apartheid was granting self-determination. By doing this apartheid state justified its own 
 standards and there was no encounter between different worldviews. It was decisions made 
 purely on irrational analogical basis and it was not based on real (subjective) needs. Apartheid 
 state was continuously seeking the categorical ‘objective standards’ and it appears to be that 
 there was an overwhelming disappointment when analogical moral certainty could not be 
 achieved. This led to  perverting the humanitarian standards and refusing to resort human 
 reason at all. Traditional weapons were allowed even after a law that banned carrying these 
 weapons was introduced. Amnesty report is vivid description how large crowds caused 
 definitive destruction by applying traditional weapons. Whereas the conflict between the State 
 and civil society had began from defiance movement now the remnants of apartheid practiced 
 defiance and refused to intervene the violent conflict that disrupted South Africa.270  


As Barber has interpreted that the intervention of Amnesty changed the picture of human 
rights violations essentially and Amnesty’s report revealed that the reality that apartheid state 
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