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                                                                                        1. Introduction

                                                                1.2 Russia and Greatpowerness

                                
                    In this work, by arguing that Russia’s state identity, informed by the self-perception of 
greatpowerness, is in effect an ideology, the conceptual framework of constructivism is 
extended.  The key to this argument lies in examining the role Russian greatpowerness plays 
in the way Russians imagine themselves. The self-image of Russia as a Great Power then 
exerts a decisive influence on how Russians interpret a particular situation they find 
themselves in and how interests are defined. This follows Alexander Wendt’s constructivist 
line of how the ideas of intersubjectively constructed identities form the basis of interests.4  
4Alexander Wendt, Social Theory of International Politics, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999 


So, while it is argued in chapter two that elements of realism and liberalism are essential 
 to a full understanding of Russian foreign policy in general, the focus on greatpowerness and 
 its role in self-perceptions locates this study more closely to the constructivist school of 
 international relations. In Western foreign policy studies devoted to Russia, the social 
 constructivist (constructivism) school has been gaining ground on realism as the main 
 theoretical approach among academics. In contrast, the realist approach is still applied more 
 often in international relations generally, while in Russia itself realism remains the dominant 
 school of thought.5  


There is plenty to suggest that Russian political elites themselves embrace the notion of 
 Russian greatpowerness, but more significantly it is an attitude widely shared among the 
 population. As a result, the domestic political need of Russia’s leaders to stay in tune with 
 popular opinion infringes into foreign policy decision making.6 While Alexander Wendt 
 stressed the importance of external factors, many Russian foreign policy scholars from the 
 constructivist school have explored the effect of the domestic arena. Iver Neumann has 
 analysed Russian national identity through ‘otherness’ and why the Russian quest for 
 greatpowerness is so hard to accept in the West.7 Andrei Tsygankov has examined domestic 
 identity coalitions and the concept of honour effecting Russian foreign relations.8 In Ted 
 Hopf’s study state identity was stressed. Hopf was looking for an answer to the question of 
 how domestic identity formation contributes to defining national interests.9 Anne Clunan’s 
 study on Russian foreign and security policy drew inspiration from aspirational 
 constructivism that incorporates social psychology and historical legacies’ role in shaping 


5 Tatiana Romanova, ‘Neoclassical Realism and Today’s Russia’, Russia in Global Affairs, October 2012 and 
 Tatiana Romanova and Elena Pavlova, ‘Towards neoclassical realist thinking in Russia?’ in Asle Toje and 
 Barbara Kunz (eds), Neo-Classical realism in Europe: Bringing Power Back In, Manchester: Manchester 
 University Press, 2012. 


6 William Zimmerman, The Russian People and Foreign Policy – Russian Elite and Mass Perspectives, 
 1993-2000, Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2002. 


7 Iver Neumann, Russia and the idea of Europe: A study in identity and international relations, London: 


Routledge, 1996 and ‘Russia as a Great Power 1815-2007’, Journal of International Relations and Development, 
 Nr.11, 2008. 


8 Andrei Tsygankov,  Russian Foreign Policy: Change and Continuity in National Identity, second edition, 
 London: Rowan and Littlefield Publishers, 2010; Andrei Tsygankov,  Russia and the West from Alexander to 
 Putin: Honor in international relations, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012; Andrei Tsygankov, ‘If 
 not by tanks, then by banks? The Role of Soft Power in Putin’s Foreign Policy’, Europe-Asia Studies, 58, 7, 
 November 2006. 


9 Ted Hopf,  Social Construction of International Politics; Identities and Foreign Policies, Moscow 1955 and 
1999, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2002 


national identities and interests.10 And Valentina Feklyunina has studied extensively the 
 Russian battle for perceptions and constructing an international image and how both 
 perceptions and image effect Russian foreign relations.11  


The English School of international relations is not explored in greater depth here, but 
 the notion of greatpowerness uncovered in this dissertation has something to offer to its 
 proponents. The notion that Russia adheres to a ‘pluralist’ variant of international society at a 
 time when western countries incline to a more ‘solidarist’ variant has been explained in part 
 by Russia’s insistence on the distinction between Great and non-Great Powers.12 The finding 
 that greatpowerness has played a role in Russia’s dealings with international organisations 
 would seem to support this contention, but such further consequences of greatpowerness are 
 beyond the scope of the thesis. Other schools of international relations which focus on 
 institutional and social divisions within society have much to offer for the analysis of Russian 
 foreign policy but are not discussed here, firstly because they have not yet been widely 
 applied in the Russian context, and secondly because an important aspect of this dissertation 
 is its finding of the universalism of greatpowerness in Russia. 


This study deploys the constructivist approach to examine one particular feature of 
 Russian self-identity – Greatpowerness – which is now widely held to be an important part of 
 identity which has implications for foreign policy. As David McDonald has put it: 


‘…..whatever the ambiguities or contradictions in the rhetoric of Russian absolutism and 
 statehood, Russians from virtually all sections of society and on either side of the 
 state-society divide agree that Russia is “fated to be a Great Power”’.13


In greatpowerness the external, in the spirit of Wendt’s ideas, is very much activated by 
 internal factors, as the case studies show. Great Power identity can differ from or be the same 
 from one Great Power to another, usually sharing many features but also varying according to 
 national specificities. In this thesis, greatpowerness is analysed as a state ideology, and a part 
 of the self-perception of all Russian political elites and most Russian citizens, that can cause 
 contradiction and conflict with interest-based partners, such as the West is for Russia. 


10 Anne Clunan, The Social Construction of Russia’s Resurgence; Aspirations, Identity and Security Interests, 
 New York: John Hopkins University Press, 2009 


11 Valentina Feklyunina, ‘Battle for Perceptions: Projecting Russia in the West’, Europe-Asia Studies, vol.60, 
 issue 4, 2008, 605-629; Valentina Feklyunina, ‘Russian foreign Policy towards Poland: Seeking reconciliation? 


A Social constructivist analysis’, International Politics, Vol.49, issue 4, 2012, 434-448 


12 Christopher Browning, ‘Reassessing Putin’s Project: Reflections on IR Theory and the West’, Problems of 
 Post-Communism, vol.55, no.5, September/October 2008, 3-13, p.7. 


13 David McDonald, ‘Domestic Conjunctures, The Russian State, and the World Outside, 1700-2006’, in Robert 
Legvold (ed.), Russian Foreign Policy in the 21st Century and the Shadow of the Past, New York: Columbia 
University Press, 2007, 145-203, p.163 


Greatpowerness in itself is a complex term and has not been opened up properly. What is 
 meant by Great Power identity and how it seems to combine elements of the three seleceted 
 IR schools of thought are questions dealt with in chapter two. 


In Russian contexts the term greatpowerness comes from the words ‘velikoderzhavnost’ 


or just ‘derzhavnost’. Mark Urnov has defined it in Russia’s case as ‘The vision of Russia not 
 as one among a community of equals but more as an independent player on the global stage 
 that incites fear and therefore respect and is in a position to impose its will on others.’14 The 
 concept is old and plays a significant role in Russia’s past and present as well as future 
 foreign policy. Bobo Lo has observed: ‘If we interpret ideology more generously – as a 


“predispositional influence” on policy thinking and decision-making – then there is no reason 
 to exclude the re-emergence of Russia’s sense of “greatpowerness” (derzhavnost) as one of 
 the key strands of the post-Soviet foreign policy debate.’15 In Lo’s view Russian 
 greatpowerness is based on a belief in Russia’s global status and gives Russia ipso facto a 


‘right of involvement’ in any matter Russia sees as important for its own interests.16 Lo’s 
suggestion that greatpowerness is an ideological belief of sorts is rarely uttered by 
constructivists, but is pursued further in this dissertation. Chapter three continues by 
exploring Russian understandings of greatpowerness. 
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